PONTE in Drug Repositioning Research
Helping an Old Dog In Doing New Tricks
In two years’ time, researchers from across Europe will have easy access to valuable new
technology designed to simplify and accelerate the clinical trials process.
Called PONTE, the IT platform will help find new uses for existing drugs. It will offer vital
assistance throughout each stage of the process – from the moment an idea is generated
through to the selection of suitable volunteers for the trial.
The three-year EU project, funded by the 7th Framework Program in health care, has been
made possible thanks to the commitment of three technical, five clinical partners and one
legal partner from across Europe.
Once work on refining and perfecting the system is complete, PONTE will act as a one-stop
search, query and decision support tool. By linking to existing medical knowledge databases,
it will give near-instant access to information about any disease, drug or drug properties. This
will aid researchers as they develop their hypotheses for new applications for existing
medicines. If, for example, there is the possibility that a particular drug for high blood
pressure may be useful in treating arthritis, PONTE will help to uncover it.
The platform will then utilise data stored by individual
hospitals to establish whether sufficient patients meet the
criteria for a trial to be able to proceed. PONTE can select
pre-consenting volunteers immediately – ensuring the right
people for the right trial at the right time. To complete the
jigsaw, the system will provide a step-by-step guide for
setting up clinical protocol, in turn ensuring all aspects
have been completed well in advance of the start of the
trial.
PONTE will simplify the whole clinical trials process so that
it will be easier to come up with the right concept and
select the right patients. As well as saving money, this will
give the public quicker access to drugs which may be able
to help them.
The first stage has now been concluded, with a mock-up
created to show stakeholders how the platform will look.
Initial results will be available for viewing on
www.ponte-project.eu.

